THE RELIGIOUS  SITUATION IN INDIA.     [CHAP. XI.

in the ethics of their country, in broadening the realms of the
known and the true, must see how ruinously premature it is to
quarrel with the English Government upon details of adminis-
tration, or fevept upon what are called constitutional questions.
The peculiar crisis and conjuncture of Indian affairs at the end
of the last century brought out one supremely strong govern-
ment by the same pressure of circumstances which has struck
out the type of all empires* A modern empire means the
maintenance of order by the undisputed predominance of one
all-powerful member of a federation; and where representative
assemblies, in the English sense of the term, are impossible, it
is the best machine for collecting public opinion over a wide
area among dissociated communities. It is the most efficient
instrument of comprehensive reforms in law and government,
and the most powerful engine whereby one confessedly superior
race can control and lead other races left without nationality
or a working social organization It breaks up^the antipathies,
narrowness, and exclusive antagonism which always check the
growth of earlier civilizations, and which have hitherto lain
like rusty fetters on India. If ever the imperial system was
necessary and fitted to a time and country, it is to India as we *
now see it.

THE END* .. .....^

